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divided into buifding lots,and distributed among the poorer citizens. The
dictatorship of L. Qlnntius Cincinnatus. 454. Three ambassadors ap-
pointed to visit Greece and secure copies of the Solonian laws to be used
as tfafe groundwork of a new code of laws. 452. The ambassadors return.
Rome free from domestic strife.
FROM THE DECEMVIRS TO THE GALLIC INVASION (451-390 B.C.)
451. The decemvirs or consuls of ten appointed from the patricians with
Appius Claudius and T. Genucius consuls for the first year, at their head.
The code of the ten tables posted in the Forum and becomes law. 450. Ap-
pointmenfc of the decemvirs. Appius Claudius the only one of the old
decemvirs to be re-elected. Three plebeians are also elected. Two new
tables are added to the code of laws. 449. The decemvirs under Appms
Claudius, who have become more despotic than the early kings, remain hi
office during this year. Under the Valerii and Horatii an attempt on the
part of the moderate aristocracy to compel the decemvirs to abdicate proves
unsuccessful. Renewal of the border wars. The Sabines on the north and
the JEquians on the northeast invade Roman territory. Two armies are
sent to oppose them and both are defeated. Siccios Dentatus, a former
tribune of the people, is murdered at the instigation of the decemvirs.
Virginia, the betrothed of L. Icilius, the tribune who succeeded in allotting
the Aventine Hill to the plebeians, is outraged by Appius Claudius. Her
father Virginius stabs her in the Forum. These acts bring about a revolt
against the decemvirs who abdicate. Appius Claudius is thrown into prison
and commits suicide. Spurius Oppius, chief of the plebeian decemvirs, is
accused by Numitorius and executed. 448. The new laws of Valerius
Horatius. 445. A law making marriage legal between patricians and ple-
beians is passed by C. Canuleius. 444. Formation of military tribunes :with
consular authority. Plebeians and patricians both eligible. 443. A new
office is created to which two patricians are elected and known as censors.
489. A wealthy plebeian Spurius Maelius charged with seeking regal power
is assassinated by C. Servilius Ahala. 434. *L. jEmilius Mamercus ap-
pointed dictator to conduct the war in lower Etruria. 431. Rome threat-
ened by a combined attack of the JEqnians and Volscians. They are
defeated. 405-396. Siege of Veil Dictator M. Furius Camillus captures
and destroys Veii. 394. Camillus marches against Falerii, the chief city of
the Falisci, who surrender. 391. Camillus is accused of unfairly dividing
the booty at Veii, is impeached, and goes into exile. 390. The Gauls invade
Rome and the senate accedes to their demand that the three Roman ambas-
sadors who aided the Etruscans against the Gauls should be delivered to them,
but the citizens reject the measure. Battle of the Allia in which the Romans
are completely routed and their city left defenceless. Rome captured, plun-
dered, and burned. The Gauls attack the Capitol but are repulsed and
content themselves with a blockade. After a siege of seven months the
Gauls agree to quit Rome on receiving one thousand pounds' weight of
gold. Rebuilding of the city.
THE CONQUEST OF ITALY (376-264 B.C.)
376. New laws are proposed by C. Licinius and Lucius Sextius. 367. Li-
cinian laws are passed. 366. L. Sextius Lateranns first plebeian consul.
367-349. Wars with the Gauls in upper Italy. 362-358. War with the